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From the Thayer School Bulletin—Doctor of Philosophy Program Description

Oral Examination

The oral qualifying exam (ENGG 194), a set of questions put forward by an oral examination
committee to the candidate, normally takes place before or during the fifth term of the student's
program, or, in exceptional circumstances, early in the sixth term. The exam is open to the faculty, but
not to the general public.

The committee tests the candidate's knowledge of principles and methods underlying the field in which
advanced work is to be performed. The exam covers material selected by the candidate's advisor in
consultation with the examining committee, and includes coverage of mathematical techniques
appropriate to the research area. The structure of the preparation for the exam is flexible.

The examination committee consists of 4 members: the chair plus 3 Dartmouth faculty examiners, with
at least 2 of the examiners from Thayer School. A Thayer faculty member other than the student's
advisor chairs the committee. This chair is assigned by the director of the M.S. and Ph.D. programs.

The examination committee gives the student a pass, fail, or conditional pass result. Students who fail
may retake the oral examination — one time only — within the following 3 months. No third attempt
is allowed.

Conditional Passes

Sometimes, when a student is deficient in one particular area of the exam, a conditional pass is
awarded. The examination committee may recommend a variety of remedies to satisfy this deficiency.
Possible remedies for a conditional pass include but are not limited to being a T.A. on a course or
taking a course. If the deficiency is to be satisfied by the student acting as a T.A. on a course, this
must be with the agreement of the course instructor. The instructor must provide a letter at the end of
the course stating that the student performed satisfactorily as a T.A. If the examination committee
recommends that the student take a course as a condition of the exam, a grade level of B or better must
be achieved for the course. For both of these remedies, the student must either act as a T.A. or take the
course on its next available offering. It is up to the student to notify the Thayer Registrar once this
condition has been met. Failure to meet the conditions of the conditional pass means that the Oral
Examination has been failed. If this was the first attempt at the examination, the committee may allow
a second attempt. No further attempts after the second attempt are allowed.
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